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From the Rector

M

arch begins in the church calendar with
St David’s Day on March 1. St David is
the patron saint of Wales, so his day has
served for centuries as a celebration of Welsh nationality (and their struggles against the English).
Welsh men and women wear daffodils or leeks
on this day as a symbol of Welsh pride. David, or
Dewi Sant, was a teacher and an ascetic, and started a Celtic monastic community where St David’s
cathedral now stands in Pembrokeshire, Wales. He
died on March 1 in 589 (or thereabouts). In his last
sermon, David is remembered as telling his followers, ‘Be joyful, and keep your faith and your creed.
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Worship Schedule
Mar 1 - St David of Wales
7:30 AM Thursday Morning Eucharist
Mar 4 - 2 Lent
7:30 & 11 AM Holy Eucharist, John Buenz presiding
Mar 8 - G. A. Studdert Kennedy
7:30 AM Thursday Morning Eucharist
Mar 11 - 3 Lent
7:30 & 11 AM Holy Eucharist - Folk Sunday
		
Daylight Savings Time Begins
Mar 15 - James Theodore Holly, trans.
7:30 AM Thursday Morning Eucharist
Mar 18 - 4 Lent
7:30 & 11 AM Holy Eucharist - Healing Anointing
Mar 22 - James DeKoven
7:30 AM Thursday Morning Eucharist
Mar 25 - 5 Lent
7:30 & 11 AM Holy Eucharist
Mar 29 - John Keble
7:30 AM Thursday Morning Eucharist

Holy Week Services
Apr 1 - Palm Sunday
7:30 & 11 AM Holy Eucharist
		
Palm procession and Passion narrative
Apr 5 - Maundy Thursday
6:00 PM JV Soup Supper & Communion Service
Apr 6 - Good Friday
12 noon Good Friday Liturgy
5:00 PM Experiential Stations of the Cross
Apr 8 - Easter Sunday
Sunrise service with CCAVUCC
7:30 & 11 AM Choral Eucharist
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From the Rector
[Continued from cover]

Do the little things that you have seen me do and
heard about.’
St David’s words sound like a good message for our
Lent: ‘Do the little things.’ Sometimes we can get
lofty ideas about what we’re supposed to do, following Jesus. We can make it into an all-or-nothing deal, something we’ve got to get right or not at
all, as if to be good Christians we must leave everything in our life and do something completely
different. Sometimes people pursue ordination or
monastic vows with this mindset. Or more often,
we go lofty in another sense: we sequester God in
the ‘spiritual’ part of our lives, not having much
effect on what we do Monday-Friday. God, we
think, is interested in prayer and church, not the
little stuff of everyday life. All of that somehow falls
outside of the purview of our life of faith.
But Lent is a time for tuning in again in the little
things. God calls us to be disciples here and now, in
the midst of what we’re doing. That takes a variety
of forms. It may be that like the first disciples and
their fishing boats, there are things we’re supposed
to leave behind in order to follow Jesus. We might
need to ask ourselves, are there habits or things we
spend our time on that distract us from loving God
and our neighbor? When we take an honest assessment of how we divide up our time every day, we
can get an accurate take of how our priorities are
shaped right now – not what we think they ought
to be, but what they currently truly are. It might
help to write down a log of where our time goes,
and then to look at it after a week goes by. Who is
losing out in our allocation of time and energy? Is
it our family? Or our work colleagues? Our friends?
Maybe even the nourishment of our own selves?
What kind of time are we giving to prayer and the
reading of scripture? What kind of time are we
giving to playing ‘Angry Birds’ on our iPhone? In

other words, when we look at the little things, we
might see things it would behoove us to give up, to
be in better balance and love more fully.
And it might also be that some of our little things
can be done more lovingly than they are now. Diana Butler Bass, a church historian and sociologist,
led a conference in our diocese last fall and talked
about the emerging ‘spiritual but not religious’ category in American culture. She challenged churches to consider whether some of the ‘religious’
things we do – things that keep the institution of
the church going, like vestry meetings, newsletter
articles, budgets, etc. – could be done more ‘spiritually.’ In other words, she pointed out that we
can get caught up in little things that are meant
to be about God and neighbor, but find we’re doing them for their own sakes instead. Remembering the purpose of church work – remembering
the purpose of all of our lives – can help us attend
to the little things that have to get done in a way
that glorifies God. As Brother Lawrence tells us in
The Practice of the Presence of God, every single little
thing in our lives, ‘spiritual’ or not, can be done to
the glory of God. Doing our taxes, sweeping our
floors, caring for aging parents, driving to work, all
of it can be done with love and prayer. It’s in the
little things that our faith shows its mettle.
And, I might add, St David’s other reminder is in
that first phrase: Be joyful. In all things, Paul tells
us in 1 Thessalonians, give thanks. Lent is a springtime season, after all – no matter the complexity of
our lives or the struggles of our spirits, there is always something to rejoice in. So I wish you a happy
Lent, and I mean it.
Blessings,
Kate
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Senior Warden

ast Saturday your new Vestry met for the
first time. I am pleased to report the continuing members and the “newbies” melded
together very well. I was excited to see the energy,
enthusiasm, and can-do spirit exhibited by all. We
took the ECA Mission Statement from last year’s
retreat and the one posted on the new ECA website
and created one we unanimously endorse. We submit it for your guidance in all we do at ECA going
forward:
We are joyful followers of Jesus Christ, serving God
and community through the church and in our individual lives. We help each other in our spiritual
journeys, striving to nurture and grow a strong faith
community where each member feels welcomed, loved,
valued, and empowered to serve.
Your Vestry also re-cast the minstries we felt supported the above Mission with some dreams and
traditional ministries. We believe the following
Vestry Ministry Liaison groupings and assignments will serve as a good jumping off point for a
successful year:
• Sr. Warden – George Romer
• Jr. Warden (Joint Venture ECA Vestry Liaison)
– Steve Wing
• Worship – the Rev. Kate Flexer
• Finance – Todd Lukanc
• Welcoming & Growth - Wendy Martin
• Stewardship – Andy Kerr
• Communications – Mike Schmidt
• Pastoral Care – Kathleen Eagan
• Outreach – Betty Consorte
• Fellowship – Amy Griffith
• Spiritual Growth – Mary McPherson
• Youth & Young Adults – Bonnie McPherson
• Children & Families - Sharon Hall
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To function effectively as a parish we need your
support and prayers. That is to say, physical “cando” volunteerism and spiritual willing as a church
to succeed in all we attempt under the guidance of
our new ECA Mission Statement. When a Vestry
person or a ministry leader calls for your efforts,
please cheerfully say “Yes!!” with gusto and do your
best. Thanks in advance.
George Romer

Junior Warden

H

ello everybody. As your incoming Junior Warden, I’ve got just a few JV tidbits
to report on this month. As everybody
knows, the fumigation of the church facility has
just concluded – hope we don’t see evidence of the
little critters anymore! Special thanks go to Connie
Moore of CCAVUCC and our own Amy Griffith
for coordinating the removal of all ingestible objects from the church. Elsewhere, the JV board has
just received bids for a fair amount of needed concrete work around the church exterior including
the replacement of the concrete in the back patio
area by the tree. Work is expected to commence
very soon.
Steve Wing

From the Editor

A

wise person once told me “if you should
find yourself in a hole, the first thing you
should do is stop digging.” Oh how I
should have listened.
March marks the one year anniversary of our grand
move to our new microscopic home in the woods.
While I still embrace the philosophy of “reduced
footprint living”, like everyone else in our modern society we have run out of space. (This probably has something to do with two adults living in
550 square-feet, but what do I know?) Part of our
problem is that our house is far from “done”, and
the other part is we have 50 chickens laying several
dozen eggs a day and we need to put another refrigerator somewhere. This is probably the part where
a sane person would put a fridge in the garage (except we decided we didn’t need a garage), but we
decided the basement would be better. Except we
didn’t have a basement. Yet.

Once we had enough room to stand up in the
basement, it was time to bring in the time-saving
devices in the form of a trencher that could chew
through the tough sandstone rock a bit more efficiently. Now a month on, our basement is the
size of a large broom-closet and only about 10%
completed, yet it feels spacious to me. I’m not sure
why, but I have this firm belief that although back
breaking, knowing you can do it yourself is good
for the soul. I’d like to say that progress has been
swift, but at the moment we have two chickens recuperating in the basement, but that’s a story for
another month. Next time you end up digging
yourself a hole, let me know if you find it as hard
to stop as I do.
Alex Dykes

I must return to the question of our sanity again,
you see, most people would probably consider digging a basement before they placed a house on top.
Never one to follow convention, we designed the
house deliberately to allow for the basement, but
the need to move in as quickly as possible meant
that all we really had before we started construction
was a crawl space ranging from 34 to 14 inches tall.
This meant that the first few weeks of excavation
were spent in a crawling position with a jackhammer, 5-gallon buckets and a Shop-Vac with a really
long hose (don’t ask).
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Pastoral Care

reminder that Wendy Martin has volunteered her notary public services to members of the congregation. She needs a little
advance notice, and she has said that Sunday, after
morning service, might be a convenient time.

If you or anyone you know is in need of assistance,
please give one of our willing volunteers below a
call!
Meals
Anne Tysanner
artysanner@yahoo.com
(408) 927-7140

We’re on
the Web!
http://www.eca-sj.org
• Worship Matrix
• Bulletins
• Past Shape Issues
• Church Calendar
• Recorded Sermons
• Upcoming Events
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Welcoming

uring the vestry retreat last weekend, we
developed a new ministry called Welcoming and Growth. So what exactly does
this mean you ask? Well, good question. We came
up with a few ideas in a brainstorming session:
welcoming newcomers and new members, shepherding newcomers, following up with visitors,
integrating community arts, music, and recitals,
expanding neighborhood outreach (block parties,
neighborhood watch, cross-cultural communication workshops), and developing ways to attract
new, young families. We, your vestry, would love
to have your ideas too. From the slightest inkling
to the most burning desire to help, please let me,
or any vestry member, hear from you. We are here
to serve together.
Wendy Martin
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Children’s Christian Education

any of you visited our Sunday School
room in February...some as teachers,
some as shepherds, some as contributors to our environment, some just wanting to look
at what’s going on, some to help with a special and
unique talent that you possess, and some as our
students. Your reactions and responses to what you
have seen have been most encouraging to propel
us to move forward and continue on our mission
to provide a meaningful Christian Education program for our children and youth at our churches.
In February we introduced to new aspects to our
program, both were very well received. First, we
added Bible character puppets to our Storytelling
Learning Center. To start this off Wendy Martin,
our guest teacher with her son, Nick, gave our story “Calling the Disciples” along the Sea of Galilee
a fresh look in our puppet theater. Their presentation was delightful, humorous, and a fun way to
reinforce this unit’s learning for our students. The
children followed up Wendy’s and Nick’s presentation with one of their own using our new puppets
which was equally as entertaining.
Our new addition to our program in February was
drama. Sandie Mueller joined our team to work
with the children to act out our story, “Calling the
Disciples.” Sandie has a wonderful approach getting children involved in the story. Every child experiences the story from all sides and through all
characters. As we move forward we hope the children will be able to share some of these wonderful
drama experiences with all of you in church.
Our Learning Center approach is a wonderful way
to meet children’s individual learning styles and
interests as we truly engage our children in the
wonderful stories of our Christian heritage and the
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love of Christ. Currently we have 8 different centers through which we teach our unit themes: art,
music, cooking, games, science, drama, storytelling, and puppetry. No matter what basic curriculum is selected for next fall for our children, we
will continue to develop exciting ways to present it
through our learning centers.
Visitors are always welcome in our classroom, yes,
even during our Sunday School hour! We want
everyone to know what we are doing, how we go
about it, and how our children are engaged and involved in learning. We want everyone to get caught
up in our excitement so everyone can spread the
Good News and the good news about what is happening at our churches. Let’s all be ready to invite
new families and children to share this experience
with us.
Susie Ferguson

Y

Vacation Bible School

es, it is already that time of year! We’re starting to plan for our summer Vacation Bible
School program. “Go for the Gold” will be
our theme to tie into the Summer Olympics which
are happening this year. Our dates for VBS will be
June 11 through the 15th. We will offer VBS to
children from the age of 4 through completing 5th
grade. So mark your calendars and share the news.
Registration forms and advertising plans will be set
to go by March 1st.
We will be writing our own program this year and of
course, including some new aspects that we haven’t
offered in the past. For example, we will be offering
an extended afternoon program to accommodate
working moms and dads. We will include an “outreach component” and contribute to Montgomery
Meals on June 15th. We can also freeze some of our
contributions to be used for the Shelter Feeding of
CCAVUCC. We also are hoping to have a JV BBQ
and Fellowship Event for Friday, June 15th, with
the intent of inviting new families that might be
part of our VBS to come and meet us all.
Yes, this all may seem a bit ambitious. But, with
all the wonderful talent and spirit within our congregations we think it is very possible. Wouldn’t
you love to be part of this exciting creation? Here’s
how: first, we need a few people who would like
to develop our program with us. We plan to do
“learning centers” so if you are especially talented
in cooking, music, art, drama, storytelling, puppetry, science, games or worship, come help us
plan activities for that center around our theme
and selected scripture verses.

know what days and times and centers would work
best for you and I will schedule you at your convenience. Our goal is to have at least 30 attendees
so we will want at least 3 “guest teachers” to run 3
centers simultaneously, and 3 shepherds to support
them during the official VBS time.
Students needing “community service hours” can
volunteer to work with us. If your school requires
your community service hours to be approved beforehand, bring me the paperwork as soon as possible so we can get it and you approved.
We will need special help and assistance with organizing the JV BBQ event. We might need special
help making teaching materials and gathering miscellaneous supplies. We will want help walking our
neighborhood in March to pass out flyers advertising our VBS. We would enjoy having extra volunteers as needed for our afternoon care program. We
will want help for things we have yet to think of at
the writing of this notice.
If you would like to be part of this exciting program for our churches this year, please contact me
as soon as you feel called. Let’s get this undertaking
underway so that it can be the best VBS possible
for us and for those who attend. You can reach me
via email: susie@thinkuniversal.net or cell phone:
(408) 499-6381, or catch me at church.
Susie Ferguson

We need volunteers to help with our program during the hours from 9 AM to 12 noon each day of
VBS week. Give us whatever time you can. Let me
9
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Youth News

he youth groups of the Joint Venture
Churches want to thank you for your support of the Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner.
We hope you enjoyed the last night of indulgence
before the season of Lent.
Mark your calendars for our “Jambalaya Dinner
and Mission Trip Information Night” on Friday
March 30. This will be an opportunity for both
congregations to come and learn about what the
youth will be doing on their mission trip, become
a prayer partner with the youth and leaders, or just
share fellowship for a good cause. Keep an eye on
the Midweek Bulletin for details!
Inge Bond & Bonnie McPherson

St Patrick’s Day
Join us on Friday March 16th for an evening of
fun, fellowship, green food and good friends. We’ll
be starting at 6PM for a pot-luck pasta extravaganza. We’ll also take a few moments to work out
a rough fellowship schedule for the rest of 2012,
so be sure to bring your calendar so you don’t miss
any events!
As always there’s a sign-up sheet in the fellowship
hall with items to bring. If you have any questions
just give Amy Griffith a call at (408) 268-0920.
Bring a friend with you and join in the fun!
Amy Griffith
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Happy 40th JV!

O

n February 11, 1972, the Articles of Incorporation for the Joint Venture Churches
of Almaden were filed with the office of
the Secretary of State of California (Edmund G.
Brown, Jr., as it happens).
That action followed at least 5-6 years of sharing
space, thinking about making it permanent, figuring out the pitfalls, etc. Kind of like a courtship
before the engagement.
The 1972 document solidified that “marriage”. To
my knowledge, there is no other like it. Yes, many
churches share their space, but none actually own
the premises together.
So, this is the 40th anniversary of that union.
Through those years, we have survived a number of
clergy, most of whom started out skeptical; growth
or decline of one congregation or the other; dealing with the differences in denominational cultures
and requirements; building a larger space; in short,
the things that making living together interesting,
as well as demanding.

Birthdays
Tim Miller
Hayley Moore
Anna Spanjaart
Bill Taylor
Jack Jackman
Judy Graun
Luke Appleton
Julia Machado
Jackie Whitlock
Jason Ferguson
Len Whitlock
Ainsley Jaciow
Gloria Skowronski
Edie Keck

1
1
1
1
3
4
6
6
6
16
19
21
24
26

Anniversaries
Dave & Gayle Byers
Henry & Judy Blankenheim

10
14

A 40th anniversary is something to celebrate, give
thanks for, and offer prayers for continued understanding and fellowship as we move toward 50 and
beyond.
Brenda McHenry
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Service Flowers

o you enjoy the flowers at our worship
services? Would you like to share in providing the Flowers? If you’ve ever wondered how the flowers “work” here’s the skinny.
You are probably aware that the flowers are provided by members of both of the congregations and
that there is a sign up for flower contributions on
the Joint Venture board in the Fellowship Hall.
We find that many Sundays go by with no one
signed up to provide flowers. In this event, flowers
are provided by the ECA Altar Guild and have to
be paid for by one of the congregations (January to
June by CCAVUCC, July to December by ECA).
An informal survey finds that people would like to
sign up more often but the logistics of getting the
flowers to the church gets in the way. So, in an effort to encourage you to sign up, we have come up
with a new plan.
On the sign up sheet are two columns and you can
choose what works best for you.
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Column 1: "I will Provide." You will provide the
flowers yourself. The arrangement must be in place
for the 7:30 a.m. ECA Service on Sunday. Flowers
may be placed in the sanctuary as early as Thursday afternoon. Reminder: the church is closed on
Friday and Saturday. Flowers may be purchased by
you or come from your own garden.
Column 2. "I will Pay." Simply sign up and check
this option and the flowers will be provided and you
will receive a bill for payment. The arrangements
are small and Jenny Hoyt from ECA has agreed to
provide the flowers for $20 - $35 and will deliver
them to the sanctuary. Call Jenny by Wednesday
(408) 997-1826 to make arrangements. It couldn't
be simpler!
You may sign up for any Sunday in the year. Signups do not reflect either congregation, just the responsibility for payment when there are no signups. We hope you will help enrich our worship
with flowers in the sanctuary.
Bobbi Finley
(408) 622-6598
bobbi_finley@msn.com

Senior Ministry

Gifts of Gratitude

have a lot of experience with the needs of those
growing older, with my family and friends, and
as a recently retired social worker, I am always
looking for ways to contribute my skills where they
will make a difference. So I met with Rev. Kate
to talk about the needs of seniors at ECA, and we
agreed to have an informational meeting to gauge
the interest in this area. That meeting took place
on January 22 after the 11:00 service. At least
twenty members participated, and a great discussion emerged. There definitely seems to an interest
and a willingness among our congregation to pursue this important service opportunity—to both
give and receive information and services which
will improve our seniors’ quality of life.

Thanks to Alex Alvarado, for her new commitment to our Sunday School program; first for
photographing our classroom and students for our
website and then volunteering to be one of our
shepherds. (A shepherd is one who comes to assist
our teachers. It is important for us to have 2 adults
in our classroom each week with our students.)

At that meeting we talked about a wide range of
possible service needs: housing, benefits, meals,
transportation, technology, social activities, advance planning, and accommodation issues in the
church itself. Happily, another need that kept arising was the wish to be useful and productive, which
could provide a source of “providers” among our
members as well. I have drafted some lists of ideas
and resources which we can start with, and Kate
suggested we hold at least one more informational
meeting, since not all those who were interested
in this topic were able to attend the last one. This
will take place after the 11:00 service on Sunday,
March 11. If you are interested in finding out more
about and/or participating in this ministry, please
join us as we discuss action steps toward that goal.
Any questions, please email me at became56@yahoo.com, or call (408) 997-6374.

Thanks to Dot Allfrey (CCAVUCC) for her help
sorting and organizing in the Christian Education
office.

I

Thanks to Wendy Martin, Gwen Hacker,
Sandie Mueller, and Janice Krahenbuhl (from
CCAVUCC) for committing to be guest teachers
during the month of February. They did our storytelling, music, drama, and games learning centers
respectively. All of these centers were engaging and
well received by our students.

Kathleen Eagan
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Newness of Life

A

t the vestry retreat in February, the new
vestry convened for the first time, and we
attempted to name and collect all of the
ministries ECA is currently involved in, as well as
new ones we would like to pursue, under headings.
This process is always difficult since everything is
intertwined. We did our best, and responsibilities
were assigned.
Andy Kerr pointed out that it is a misnomer to use
the expression “in charge of ” when it comes to vestry ministries, reminding us all that we are not in
charge of anything - The Holy Spirit is in charge.
Perhaps a better description is that of a facilitator.
A facilitator is someone who “makes progress easier”, or better yet, “one that helps to bring about
an outcome by providing indirect or unobtrusive
assistance, guidance, or supervision.”
That said, as the facilitator of Spiritual Growth at
ECA, I would like to invite anyone with ideas or
opinions on the subject of spiritual growth to share
them with me. I would love to hear from you. I
am open to suggestions of what you would like to
participate in, or maybe the Holy Spirit is calling
you to lead others in a group exercise to deepen
the meaning of life for yourself and others. If the
Holy Spirit moves you, please send me an email
and share whatever comes to mind.
Mary McPherson
marymcp@aol.com
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Communications

A

t the recent vestry retreat, I became the new
vestry liaison for communications at ECA.
I am sure I will be gradually learning all
that this responsibility entails, but I know I’ll be
involved in compiling articles for The SHAPE, as
well as the website. That reminds me, I’ll bet not all
of you have seen and explored the website (www.
eca-sj.org), and I invite you to do so now. A lot of
work has gone into creating this new website, and
it is our hope that the website becomes a useful
tool in keeping the congregation informed, as well
as a picture of the kind of church we are, for those
who might be looking for a church in the area.
Mike Schmidt

A

Episcopal Women

new year has begun, and your Episcopal
Church Women’s Board is hard at work
planning for the coming year. Our mission in this Diocese is to provide opportunities for
women in the Diocese to come together to celebrate, to share and to learn from each other.
This year’s calendar again will feature an “Honored
Women’s Day” on April 28, 2012. We invite clergy
to submit their choice for an Honored Woman
from their parish to be honored by the Diocesan
women. In September, we will sponsor the Mary
Lou Thompson Retreat. This year the retreat will
be held at St. Francis Retreat Center in San Juan
Bautista. Then, in October we will again have
“Women’s Day”, a day of workshops on many topics for spiritual growth, education and fun. This
will again be held at St. Paul’s in Salinas.

As you can see, we are all working hard and contributing substantially to Women’s ministries in
this Diocese. We need you and/or your church’s
financial support to this ministry. We ask for a
contribution of $135 per congregation, but appreciate whatever is given. If your church is unable
to contribute maybe you would personally like to
contribute to our work. We want everyone to feel a
partnership with us.

In addition to our special events, the ECW of El
Camino Real financially contributes to the National
Church ECW, The Provincial ECW, the School for
Deacons, Bishop Mary Gray-Reeves' Discretionary
Fund, and the Church Divinity School of the Pacific. United Thank Offering and Church Periodical Club are also publicized and monies gathered
each year to support their many good works.
This year we will be sending three delegates to the
National Triennial of ECW in Indianapolis,
Indiana. They will represent our Diocese at
the conference and bring back new ideas and
inspiration from the National gathering.
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Lenten Education Series

E

CA’s Lenten education series is an opportunity to explore, through prayer, scripture,
experience, reflection, and conversation, the
five values supporting our Diocesan Vision, and
see how we might live into these values in our own
lives and in the life of our greater community.

Second Week of Lent

Integrity - “Taking the Next Steps in the Good Work
God has Already Begun”
Sunday, March 4
After both services

Third Week of Lent

Reconciliation - “A Journey through Healing and
Forgiveness”
Sunday, March 11
After 7:30 service only

Fourth Week of Lent

Passion - “Anglican Sacramental Living: Exploring
the Human Senses in our World”
Sunday, March 18
After both services

Fifth Week of Lent

Christ-centeredness - “We Speak as
Persons of Sincerity”
Sunday, March 25
After both services
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